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STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING FOR CRCC OR A 3111 EVALUATION 

INFORMED CONSENT: 

It is in a family’s best interest to develop their own post-divorce parenting plans whenever 
possible. However, if a family’s attempts fail, the court enters that process via Child Custody 
Recommending Counseling (CRCC) or a 3111-custody evaluation. 

CRCC or a custody evaluation is useful to assist parents in getting beyond an impasse. These 
services help parents to focus on their child/children and provides a safe place for parents to 
discuss custodial issues considering what is best for the child/children. 

CRCC or a 3111 evaluation can assist parents to identify valid concerns for their child/
children’s wellbeing and develop plans to protect them and resolve parental differences. It also 
allows investigation into allegations that tend to impede agreements or custody arrangements. 

PROCEDURE 

Child custody recommending counseling, (CRCC) is designed for parents to present their 
concerns and to develop their own parenting plan. Each parent will have sufficient time to 
discuss their concerns and to offer to the other parent their ideas of creating a parenting plan. 
Absent of agreements, CRCC or evaluator will make recommendations.  

Evaluations are independent, impartial, free of material conflicts of interest, fact-based, 
methodologically, balanced and culturally informed.   
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If parents want certain documents to be reviewed during CRCC or evaluation, that parent must 
ensure that the other parent has a copy of these documents prior to these documents being 
provided to the counselor or evaluator. It is only fair to parents to know and be prepared to 
respond to any such documentation. These documents must be presented at least five days 
prior to the beginning of mediation or evaluation. If five days is not possible, please discuss 
with counselor/evaluator. No more than thirty pages can be submitted. 

Child custody recommending counseling is a time for parents to discuss their children and to 
separate their relationship issues from their custodial issues. Focus will be on the custodial 
issues. Often the relationship issues conflict with the custodial issues. This time affords the 
parents professional intervention to help parents focus on their children. Feelings often get in 
the way of thinking clearly. This time allows for parents to gain information that helps them 
separate their feelings from the custodial issues. 

If parents are unable to resolve their differences, recommendations are made by the CCRC. 
These recommendations are based on the information gained through the discussion of the 
issues and by contacting collateral contacts. If recommendations are to be made, it is usual for 
this evaluator (CCRC) to interview the child/children. 

When children are interviewed, they are interviewed without the presence of either parent. It is 
usual to interview children while in each parents’ custody. 

It is best to tell your child/children that they will be able to speak to a “family helper” or a 
counselor regarding how they feel about their parents no longer living together. The parents 
are encouraged to help the children understand that seeing a counselor is to help their parents 
make good plans for them. 

Coaching the child/children as to what to say during this interview is discouraged as it puts the 
child in a severe emotional loyalty bind. It is important for the parents to keep the child/children 
out of their custodial conflict. Parents are instructed to not bad mouth the other parent and to 
always speak respectfully to the children. The parents are also instructed to not “interrogate” 
the child/children as to what was asked or what they said during these interviews.  
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In CCRC, sessions may be conjoint or individual, but every effort will be made to share 
information. If there is an issue of domestic violence, sessions will be individual. If one parent 
wants an individual session, the other parent is offered an individual session.  

A 3111 evaluation consists of individual interviews with parents and children to gather history 
and concerns. Collateral contacts, such as teachers, doctors, or others who have pertinent 
information regarding this case may also be made. Contacting family members who are 
involved with the children are often helpful.  A review of all previous court documents is 
conducted. A home visit may or may not occur. Observations of children with each parent is a 
usual procedure. Any other action that may shed light on the family dynamics may also occur.  

The goal is to collect information, assess or evaluate specific custodial issues as listed in the 
court order or expressed by either parent, or to make recommendations that are based on the 
best interest of the child/ren. The goal is also to assist the court and parents in determining a 
parenting plan that would be in the best interest of the child.  

Collateral Contacts 

Collateral contacts are usually professionals who happen to know your family well. Teachers, 
doctors, daycare providers, CPS, law enforcement officers are appropriate collateral contacts. 
Family members and friends may be a valuable source of information. Involving family 
members and friends may also hold a bias towards one of the parents and this may interfere 
with good friendships. However, interviewing family members will be up to the discretion of the 
mediator. 

Confidentiality 

Parents are expected to hold each other’s confidentiality and parents are expected to keep the 
reports confidential. However, confidentiality is limited in that a report is written to the courts. 
What children say to the counselor/evaluator is not confidential and is made available to the 
court. It is always in the best interest of the child to protect their confidentiality as best as 
possible. It is very damaging to children if one parent gets angry or hurt over what the child 
says. It is very damaging for children to be made to feel that they did something wrong by 
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saying what is in their heart. Parents are the best ones to keep confidential what they want to 
be confidential. 

There is no guarantee of confidentiality to protect your due process right and to ensure that all 
issues are clarified and assessed. However, the report is very confidential and each parent 
must hold this report as confidential and not provide it to anyone without the consent of the 
court. 

Further, California law requires a report be made to the appropriate agencies if there is 
reasonable suspicion of child abuse or neglect. This law further limits confidentiality. 

TERMS OF AGREEMENT 

Financial arrangements must be made or agreed upon between the parties before 
appointments are made.   

PAYMENT:  I do not accept credit cards. Personal check or money order is accepted. I accept 
Venmo, PayPal, and Zelle forms of electronic payment.  

The fee is based on $175.00 per hour and the retainer is $3000.00.  

The retainer must be paid in full prior to scheduling appointments or beginning the process. 
The complexity of the issues, the number of collateral contacts, the history of the case, or the 
number of documents needed to be reviewed may affect the amount of time needed to 
evaluate or make recommendations. In that case, the parties will be notified when the retainer 
is close to being used. At that point, further monies may need to be added to finish the 
process. 
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ZOOM:  We will be conducting all interviews via the Zoom Platform. I will send you a link 
the day of the appointment to join in Zoom. 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM VIA EMAIL FIVE WORKING DAYS PRIOR TO YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TIME.  

PLEASE SUBMIT ANY ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS FIVE DAYS PRIOR TO YOUR 
APPOINTMENT AND PROVIDE A PROOF OF SERVICE TO THE OTHER PARTY IN ORDER 
FOR THE PAPERWORK TO BE CONSIDERED.  NO MORE THAN 30 ADDITIONAL PAGES.  
THESE PAGES MUST BE MAILED TO:   

CAROL FOX, MFT, 4099 CRESTA WAY, SACRAMENTO, CA  

CUSTODY QUESTIONNAIRE 

Today’s Date: _________________________________________   

Date of CCRC or evaluation: ____________________________ 

INFORMATION ABOUT YOU: 

Name: __ ___________________________ Date of Birth: ___________________ 
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Street Address: ___________________City ____ ____________Zip: ____________ 

Home phone: _________________________ Work phone: ____________________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________________________ 

Employer: ___ ________________________________________________________ 

Work Schedule: _______________________________________________________ 

INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR CASE: 

Case No.: _______________Next court date: ________________     Depart #______ 

Name of your attorney: ___________________________________________________ 

Attorney Address________________________________________________________ 

Attorney Phone No.: _____________________________________________________ 

Attorney Email Address _________________________________________________ 

Other party’s name: _ ________________________ Phone #” ____________________ 
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Date of Marriage: ______________________Date of separation___________________ 

INFORMATION REGARDING CHILDREN: 

Name: ________________________________DOB______________________________ 

Name: ________________________________DOB______________________________ 

Name:_______________________________ DOB:  _____________________________ 

Please list children’s school and grade: 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

FAMILY INFORMATION: 

Do you have other children who are not a party of this action? Please give names and 
date of birth.  

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Other adults/children that live within your home. Describe relationship to you:__ _____     
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the present custody order? Be specific about days and times of exchange 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED OR EVALUATED: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

SPECIAL ISSUES ABOUT THE CHILDREN IN THIS MATTER: 

Health Issues: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Learning Disabilities or other developmental disabilities:  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

SPECIAL CONCERNS: 

Domestic Violence:  Is there an active restraining order? Date Issued and date of expiration: 
Describe on separate paper: 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Drugs or Alcohol Abuse: 

Any arrests and convictions?  Describe on separate paper. 
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___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

CPS: 

Have you ever had a CPS case opened on any of your children?  _________ 

What is the name and contact information for the Social Worker who is/was involved? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

WHAT IS THE PARENTING PLAN THAT YOU ARE ASKING FOR? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

COLLATERAL CONTACTS: 

In certain instances, it is necessary to interview other people who may have information 
that would be helpful to make recommendations that are in the best interest of the child/
children.  

Please list people who you think would be able to provide objective information 
regarding this matter. Please provide telephone or contact numbers and be sure to 
inform them that an evaluator may be calling them. Please indicate how they are related 
to the children.  

If professionals are to be contacted, a release of information form must be signed by 
that professional. It will be the evaluator’s decision whether to interview collateral 
contacts.  

List Collateral Contacts and their relationship to you: 
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___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

YOU MAY ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS ON A SEPARATE PAPER 

1. What have you told your children about your separation, divorce, or this dispute? 

2. What do you think your children’s feelings are regarding the breakup of their 
family or this custody dispute? 

3. How have you dealt with your children’s feelings regarding the breakup of their 
family or this dispute? 

4. What changes have you noticed in your children’s behavior since the separation 
or since this custody action? 
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5. Describe each of your children’s temperament, personality, behaviors, and 
special problems, if any. 

6. Do you desire this divorce? Do you think the other parent desires this divorce? 

7. Since your separation, with whom has your children resided?  

Names Addresses   dates 

8. Since your separation, how much time has your child spent with the other 
parent? 

  

9. Briefly describe the events which led to this custody dispute or separation. 

10.Describe the time-sharing arrangement you think the other parent wants. 

11. Describe the time- sharing arrangement you want. 

12.How do you plan to provide for your children’s care under the time-sharing plan 
that you propose? Discuss housing, childcare, schooling, financial, medical, who 
will be residing in your home, plans for remarriage, etc 
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13.What is the bigger problem? Why? 

• Sharing your children’s physical custody 

• Sharing the major decision-making 

14.What is your greatest fear regarding the custody and/or welfare of your children? 

15.Have you or the other parent ever been arrested and/or put in jail? If so, please 
furnish the dates and other details’ 

• Information regarding self 

• Information regarding the other parent 

• Name and phone number of probation/parole officer for self or other 

  

ATTESTATION: 

I ___________________declare under penalty of lying under oath that the fore-going 
information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

_____________________________________  ________________________ 

Signature       Date 
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FEE CONTRACT FOR DEPOSITIONS AND COURT APPEARANCES 

My fees for court appearances and depositions are based on an hourly fee of $175.00 per 
hour. A full day, eight hours, $1400.00, or a half day, four hours at $700.00. In addition, there 
is a preparation fee of $300.00. (Therefore, $1700.oo for full day and $1000.00 for half day.) 

I require a subpoena at least 30 days prior to the court appearance or the deposition. All fees 
must accompany the subpoena. The fees are the responsibility of the party issuing the 
subpoena. 

If the court hearing or deposition is canceled prior to fourteen days of the date of the hearing or 
deposition, all monies paid, less $300.00 for prep time, will be returned.  

CONSENT: 

By signing below, you acknowledge consent to the terms of this evaluation and agree to abide 
by it. You also are authorizing this evaluator to conduct this evaluation and consent to your 
children being interviewed if necessary. 
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__________________________________ ________________________________ 

Signature      Date 
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